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Explains why poetry gave way to the realist novel as the dominant literary form in nineteenth-century
England.

Once the dominant literary form, poetry was gradually eclipsed by the realist novel; indeed, by 1940 W. H.
Auden was able to note, “Poetry makes nothing happen.” In The Perversity of Poetry, Dino Franco Felluga
explores the cultural background of poetry’s marginalization by examining nineteenth-century reactions to
Romantic poetry and ideology. Focusing on the work of Sir Walter Scott and Lord Byron, as well as
periodical reviews, student manuals, and contemporary medical journals, the book details the period’s two
contending (and equally outrageous) claims regarding poetry. Scott’s poetry, on the one hand, was
continually represented as a panacea for a modern world overtaken by new principles of utilitarianism,
capitalism, industrialism, and democracy. Byron’s, by contrast, was represented either as a cancer in the
heart of the social order or as a contagious pandemic leading to various pathological symptoms. The book
concludes with a coda on Alfred Lord Tennyson, which illustrates how the Victorian reception of Scott and
Byron affected the most popular poetic genius of midcentury. Ultimately, The Perversity of Poetry uncovers
how the shift to a rhetoric of health allowed critics to oppose what they perceived as a potent and potentially
dangerous influence on the age, the very thing that would over the course of the century be marginalized into
such obscurity: poetry, thanks to its perverse insistence on making something happen.

Dino Franco Felluga is Associate Professor of English at Purdue University.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Here thing why this specific The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of
Genius are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic
Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic
Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic
Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius in e-book can be your alternate.

Harley Campbell:

The experience that you get from The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of
Genius may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Perversity of Poetry:
Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of
Genius instantly.

Jennifer Williams:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male
Poet of Genius was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Carmen Dana:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the



world. With the book The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius we
can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with this book The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius. You can
more desirable than now.
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