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Barry Dainton presents a fascinating new account of the self, the key to which is experiential or phenomenal
continuity.
Provided our mental life continues we can easily imagine ourselves surviving the most dramatic physical
alterations, or even moving from one body to another. It was this fact that led John Locke to conclude that a
credible account of our persistence conditions - an account which reflects how we actually conceive of
ourselves - should be framed in terms of mental rather than material continuity. But mental continuity comes
in different forms. Most of Locke's contemporary followers agree that
our continued existence is secured by psychological continuity, which they take to be made up of memories,
beliefs, intentions, personality traits, and the like. Dainton argues that that a better and more believable
account can be framed in terms of the sort of continuity we find in our streams of
consciousness from moment to moment. Why? Simply because provided this continuity is not lost - provided
our streams of consciousness flow on - we can easily imagine ourselves surviving the most dramatic
psychological alterations. Phenomenal continuity seems to provide a more reliable guide to our persistence
than any form of continuity. The Phenomenal Self is a full-scale defence and elaboration of this premise.
The first task is arriving at an adequate understanding of phenomenal unity and continuity. This achieved,
Dainton turns to the most pressing problem facing any experience-based approach: losses of consciousness.
How can we survive them? He shows how the problem can be solved in a satisfactory manner by construing
ourselves as systems of experiential capacities. He then moves on to explore a range of further issues. How
simple can a self be? How are we related to our bodies? Is our
persistence an all-or-nothing affair? Do our minds consist of parts which could enjoy an independent
existence? Is it metaphysically intelligible to construe ourselves as systems of capacities? The book
concludes with a novel treatment of fission and fusion.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Andrade:

The book The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Margaret Coleman:

This The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) is great e-book for you because the content which
is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Roger Thomas:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read
a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Nicholas Ko:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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