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In a bravura performance that ranges from Aaron Burr to O. J. Simpson, Robert A. Ferguson traces the legal
meaning and cultural implications of prominent American trials across the history of the nation. His
interdisciplinary investigation carries him from courtroom transcripts to newspaper accounts, and on to the
work of such imaginative writers as Emerson, Thoreau, William Dean Howells, and E. L. Doctorow.
Ferguson shows how courtrooms are forced to cope with unresolved communal anxieties and how they
sometimes make legal decisions that change the way Americans think about themselves. Burning questions
control the narrative. How do such trials mushroom into major public dramas with fundamental ideas at
stake? Why did outcomes that we now see as unjust enjoy such strong communal support at the time? At
what point does overexposure undermine a trial’s role as a legal proceeding?
           
Ultimately, such questions lead Ferguson to the issue of modern press coverage of courtrooms. While
acknowledging that media accounts can skew perceptions, Ferguson argues forcefully in favor of full
television coverage of them—and he takes the Supreme Court to task for its failure to grasp the importance
of this issue. Trials must be seen to be understood, but Ferguson reminds us that we have a duty, currently
ignored, to ensure that cameras serve the court rather than the media.
           
The Trial in American Life weaves Ferguson’s deep knowledge of American history, law, and culture into a
fascinating book of tremendous contemporary relevance.
            
 “A distinguished law professor, accomplished historian, and fine writer, Robert Ferguson is uniquely
qualified to narrate and analyze high-profile trials in American history. This is a superb book and a
tremendous achievement. The chapter on John Brown alone is worth the price of admission.”—Judge
Richard Posner
 
“A noted scholar of law and literature, [Ferguson] offers a work that is broad in scope yet focuses our
attention on certain themes, notably the possibility of injustice, as illustrated by the Haymarket and
Rosenberg prosecutions; the media’s obsession with pandering to baser instincts; and the future of televised
trials. . . . One of the best books written on this subject in quite some time.”—Library Journal, starred review
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

The actual book The Trial in American Life will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Trial in American Life is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Christopher Pipkin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Trial in American Life can be excellent book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Jesus Allgood:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Trial in
American Life which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Nancy Sherman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Trial in American Life was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Trial in American Life has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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