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In The Wager of Lucien Goldmann, Mitchell Cohen provides the first full-length study of this major figure of
postwar French intellectual life and champion of socialist humanism. While many Parisian leftists staunchly
upheld Marxism’s “scientificity” in the 1950s and 1960s, Lucien Goldmann insisted that Marxism was by
then in severe crisis and had to reinvent itself radically if it were to survive. He rejected the traditional
Marxist view of the proletariat and contested the structuralist and antihumanist theorizing that infected
French left-wing circles in the tumultuous 1960s.

Highly regarded by thinkers as diverse as Jean Piaget and Alasdair MacIntyre, Goldmann is shown here as a
socialist who, unlike many others of his time, refused to portray his aspirations for humanity’s future as an
inexorable unfolding of history’s laws. He saw these aspirations instead as a wager akin to Pascal’s in the
existence of God. “Risk,” Goldmann wrote in his classic study of Pascal and Racine, The Hidden God,
“possibility of failure, hope of success, and the synthesis of the three in a faith which is a wager are the
essential constituent elements of the human condition.” In The Wager of Lucien Goldmann, Cohen retrieves
Goldmann’s achievement—his “genetic structuralist” method, his sociology of literature, his libertarian
socialist politics.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Wager of Lucien
Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a Hidden God (Princeton Legacy Library) to read.

Andrew Drake:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Wager of Lucien Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a Hidden God
(Princeton Legacy Library) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer connected with The Wager of Lucien Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a
Hidden God (Princeton Legacy Library) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Wager of Lucien Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a Hidden God (Princeton Legacy
Library) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Scott Halpin:

The Wager of Lucien Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a Hidden God (Princeton Legacy Library) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing The Wager of Lucien Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a Hidden God (Princeton
Legacy Library) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This guide The Wager of Lucien Goldmann: Tragedy, Dialectics, and a Hidden God
(Princeton Legacy Library) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big



advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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