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While Vasco Nuñez de Balboa may be reckoned among the greatest of the minor explorers, yet less has been
written of him, perhaps, than of any other in his class except Juan Ponce de Leon. Both names are familiar to
every student of history, both are well known even to the casual reader; but both have been strangely
neglected by the biographer.
The only complete biography of Balboa (it was declared by an authority several years ago), is that of Don
Manuel José de Quintana, who, between the years 1807 and 1834, published his “Spanish Plutarch,” or Vidas
de Españoles Célebres. This work is considered a classic, and its author (who was born in Madrid, 1772, and
died in 1857) lived to see it receive high praise, and some of its subjects honored by translation into other
languages than his own vernacular. An English edition, of Balboa and Pizarro, from Quintana’s Celebrated
Spaniards, was published in London, 1832, as translated by Mrs. Margaret Hodson, and dedicated to Robert
Southey, then England’s poet-laureate.
But there is much material elsewhere to be found pertaining to Balboa, as well as to Pizarro, and no lack of
original documents, such as letters that passed between Vasco Nuñez and the Spanish crown, in the years
1513, 1514 and 1515. Mention is made of Balboa by all the early Spanish writers, of course, such as Martyr,
Herrera, and Oviedo, the last named having been personally acquainted with him, as well as with Pedrarias,
Pizarro, and all those who were concerned in the exploration and settlement of Darien, Panama, and Peru.
Though Oviedo’s great work, the Historia Natural y General de las Indias, remained in manuscript during
three centuries, Quintana had free access to it and extracted much that was interesting and valuable.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Vasco Nunez de Balboa. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Vasco Nunez de
Balboa. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Lisa Potter:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Vasco Nunez de Balboa
book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robert Mangino:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Vasco Nunez de Balboa.

Roberta Lawrence:

Beside this kind of Vasco Nunez de Balboa in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Vasco
Nunez de Balboa because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book
but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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