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Voices of Emancipation seeks to recover the lives and words of former slaves in vivid detail, mining the
case files of the U.S. Pension Bureau, which administered a huge pension system for Union veterans and
their survivors in the decades following the Civil War. The files contain an invaluable, first-hand perspective
of slavery, emancipation, black military service, and freedom. Moreover, as Pension Bureau examiners
began interviewing black Union veterans and their families shortly after the Civil War, the files are arguably
among the earliest sources of ex-slaves reflecting on their lives, occurring decades before better-known WPA
Slave Narratives of the 1930s took place.

Voices of Emancipation explores the words of former slaves topically, beginning with recollections of
slavery, moving on to experiences of military service in the Civil War, the transition to freedom, and finally
to reflections on marriage and family before and after emancipation. With an introduction that places the
pension files in context and presents the themes of the book, and historical commentary interwoven
throughout the excerpts of the interviews themselves, Elizabeth A. Regosin and Donald R. Shaffer
effectively introduce the files and the treasures they contain to students and general readers, but also provide
specialists with an indispensable research tool.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Voices of Emancipation: Understanding
Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files. Try to stumble through
book Voices of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction through the U.S.
Pension Bureau Files as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Robert Henderson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Voices of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil
War, and Reconstruction through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Voices of Emancipation:
Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ronald Smith:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Voices of Emancipation: Understanding
Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sharon Lopez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the
Voices of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction through the U.S.
Pension Bureau Files when you essential it?
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