
Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an
Age of Machines

Steve Talbott

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B0026OR2OU
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B0026OR2OU
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B0026OR2OU


Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of
Machines

Steve Talbott

Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines Steve Talbott
"Self-forgetfulness is the reigning temptation of the technological era. This is why we so readily give our
assent to the absurd proposition that a computer can add two plus two, despite the obvious fact that it can do
nothing of the sort--not if we have in mind anything remotely resembling what we do when we add numbers.
In the computer's case, the mechanics of addition involve no motivation, no consciousness of the task, no
mobilization of the will, no metabolic activity, no imagination. And its performance brings neither the
satisfaction of accomplishment nor the strengthening of practical skills and cognitive capacities."In this
insightful book, author Steve Talbott, software programmer and technical writer turned researcher and editor
for The Nature Institute, challenges us to step back and take an objective look at the technology driving our
lives. At a time when 65 percent of American consumers spend more time with their PCs than they do with
their significant others, according to a recent study, Talbott illustrates that we're forgetting one important
thing--our Selves, the human spirit from which technology stems.Whether we're surrendering intimate details
to yet another database, eschewing our physical communities for online social networks, or calculating our
net worth, we freely give our power over to technology until, he says, "we arrive at a computer's-eye view of
the entire world of industry, commerce, and society at large...an ever more closely woven web of
programmed logic."Digital technology certainly makes us more efficient. But when efficiency is the only
goal, we have no way to know whether we're going in the right or wrong direction. Businesses replace
guiding vision with a spreadsheet's bottom line. Schoolteachers are replaced by the computer's dataflow.
Indigenous peoples give up traditional skills for the dazzle and ease of new gadgets. Even the Pentagon's zeal
to replace "boots on the ground" with technology has led to the mess in Iraq. And on it goes.The ultimate
danger is that, in our willingness to adapt ourselves to technology, "we will descend to the level of the
computational devices we have engineered--not merely imagining ever new and more sophisticated
automatons, but reducing ourselves to automatons."To transform our situation, we need to see it in a new and
unaccustomed light, and that's what Talbott provides by examining the deceiving virtues of technology--how
we're killing education, socializing our machines, and mechanizing our society.Once you take this eye-
opening journey, you will think more clearly about how you consume technology and how you allow it to
consume you."Nothing is as rare or sorely needed in our tech-enchanted culture right now as intelligent
criticism of technology, and Steve Talbott is exactly the critic we've been waiting for: trenchant,
sophisticated, and completely original. Devices of the Soul is an urgent and important book."--Michael
Pollan, author of The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals and The Botany of Desire: A
Plant's Eye View of the World"Steve Talbott is a rare voice of clarity, humanity, and passion in a world
enthralled by machines and calculation. His new book, Devices of the Soul, lays out a frightening and at the
same time inspiring analysis of what computers and computer-like thinking are doing to us, our children, and
the future of our planet. Talbott is no Luddite. He fully understands and appreciates the stunning power of
technology for both good and evil. His cool and precise skewering of the fuzzy thinking and mindless
enthusiasm of the technology true believers is tempered by his modesty, the elegance of his writing, and his
abiding love for the world of nature and our capacity for communion with it. "--Edward Miller, Former
editor, Harvard Education Letter"Those who care about the healthy and wholesome lives of children can gain
much from Steve Talbott's wisdom. He examines the need to help children spend more time...
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Branch:

Here thing why this particular Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves
in an Age of Machines giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines.
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines in e-book can be your
substitute.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get prior to. The Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Evan Reyes:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of
Machines why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Sandra Lester:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in



an Age of Machines as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Devices of the Soul: Battling for Our Selves in an Age of Machines to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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