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Richmond Redeemed pioneered study of Civil War Petersburg. The original (and long out of print) award-
winning 1981 edition conveyed an epic narrative of crucial military operations in early autumn 1864 that had
gone unrecognized for more than 100 years. Readers will rejoice that Richard J. Sommers’s masterpiece, in a
revised Sesquicentennial edition, is once again available.

This monumental study focuses on Grant’s Fifth Offensive (September 29 – October 2, 1864), primarily the
Battles of Chaffin’s Bluff (Fort Harrison) and Poplar Spring Church (Peebles’ Farm). The Union attack north
of the James River at Chaffin’s Bluff broke through Richmond’s defenses and gave Federals their greatest
opportunity to capture the Confederate capital. The corresponding fighting outside Petersburg at Poplar
Spring Church so threatened Southern supply lines that General Lee considered abandoning his Petersburg
rail center six months before actually doing so. Yet hard fighting and skillful generalship saved both cities.
This book provides thrilling narrative of opportunities gained and lost, of courageous attack and desperate
defense, of incredible bravery by Union and Confederate soldiers from 28 states, Maine to Texas. Fierce
fighting by four Black brigades earned their soldiers thirteen Medals of Honor and marked Chaffin’s Bluff as
the biggest, bloodiest battle for Blacks in the whole Civil War. In addition to his focused tactical lens, Dr.
Sommers offers rich analysis of the generalship of Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and their senior
subordinates, Benjamin Butler, George G. Meade, Richard S. Ewell, and A. P. Hill.

The richly layered prose of Richmond Redeemed, undergirded by thousands of manuscript and printed
primary accounts from more than 100 archives, has been enhanced for this Sesquicentennial Edition with
new research, new writing, and most of all new thinking. Teaching future strategic leaders of American and
allied armed forces in the Army War College, conversing with fellow Civil War scholars, addressing Civil
War audiences across the nation, and reflecting on prior assessments over the last 33 years have stimulated in
the author new perspectives and new insights. He has interwoven them throughout the book. His new
analysis brings new dimensions to this new edition. Dr. Sommers was widely praised for his achievement. In
addition to being a selection of the History Book Club, the National Historical Society awarded him the Bell
Wiley Prize as the best Civil War book for 1981-82. Reviewers hailed it as “a book that still towers among
Civil War campaign studies” and “a model tactical study [that] takes on deeper meaning . . . without
sacrificing the human drama and horror of combat.”

Complete with maps, photos, a full bibliography, and index, Richmond Redeemed is modeled for a new
generation of readers, enthusiasts, and Civil War buffs and scholars, all of whom will welcome and benefit
from exploring how, 150 years ago, Richmond was redeemed.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg,
The Battles of Chaffin's Bluff and Poplar Spring Church, September 29 - October 2, 1864 is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

William Watts:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Richmond Redeemed: The Siege
at Petersburg, The Battles of Chaffin's Bluff and Poplar Spring Church, September 29 - October 2, 1864 is
kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jeffrey Stampley:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg, The Battles of Chaffin's Bluff and Poplar Spring
Church, September 29 - October 2, 1864 can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Carmela Williams:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg, The
Battles of Chaffin's Bluff and Poplar Spring Church, September 29 - October 2, 1864. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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