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Exploring the design of innovative building enclosure systems (or skins) in contemporary architecture and
their precedents in earlier twentieth century modern architecture, this book examines the tectonics, the
history and the influence of translucency as a defining characteristic in architecture. Highly illustrated
throughout with drawings and full colour photographs, the book shows that translucency has been and
continues to be a fertile ground for architectural experimentation.

Each chapter presents a comparative analysis of two primary buildings: a recent project, paired with a
historical precedent, highlighting how architects in different eras have realized the distinctive effects of
translucency. The included buildings span a variety of program types, ranging from a single-family
residence, to a factory, to a synagogue. Whether it is Pierre Chareau’s glass-lens curtain wall at the Maison
de Verre, Frank Lloyd Wright’s wall of stacked glass tubes at the Johnson Wax Research Tower, or Peter
Zumthor’s use of acid-etched glass in a double-skin envelope at the Kunsthaus Bregenz, the included
projects each offer an exemplary case study of innovations in materiality and fabrication techniques.

Today, among many contemporary architects, there is an engagement with new technologies, new material
assemblies, and new priorities such as sustainability and energy-efficiency. A resurgent interest in
translucency as a defining quality in buildings has been an important part of this recent dialogue and this
book makes essential reading for any architect looking to incorporate aspects of translucency into their
buildings.
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

The book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication
Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Gregory Richards:

This Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture book is
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern
and Contemporary Architecture without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in
Modern and Contemporary Architecture can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Emmett Willett:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in
Modern and Contemporary Architecture as your daily resource information.

Nancy Stever:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be



your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations
in Modern and Contemporary Architecture giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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