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We live in a time when we are overwhelmed with talk and images of violence. Whether on television, the
internet, films or the video screen, we can’t escape representations of actual or fictional violence - another
murder, another killing spree in a high school or movie theatre, another action movie filled with images of
violence. Our age could well be called “The Age of Violence” because representations of real or imagined
violence, sometimes fused together, are pervasive. But what do we mean by violence? What can violence
achieve? Are there limits to violence and, if so, what are they?

In this new book Richard Bernstein seeks to answer these questions by examining the work of five figures
who have thought deeply about violence - Carl Schmitt, Walter Benjamin, Hannah Arendt, Frantz Fanon,
and Jan Assmann. He shows that we have much to learn from their work about the meaning of violence in
our times. Through the critical examination of their writings he also brings out the limits of violence. There
are compelling reasons to commit ourselves to non-violence, and yet at the same time we have to
acknowledge that there are exceptional circumstances in which violence can be justified. Bernstein argues
that there can be no general criteria for determining when violence is justified. The only plausible way of
dealing with this issue is to cultivate publics in which there is free and open discussion and in which
individuals are committed to listen to one other: when public debate withers, there is nothing to prevent the
triumph of murderous violence.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Parker:

The book Violence: Thinking without Banisters can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Violence: Thinking without Banisters? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Violence: Thinking without
Banisters has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Melissa Jackson:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Violence: Thinking without Banisters book is readable through you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with
Violence: Thinking without Banisters content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue
to thinking Violence: Thinking without Banisters is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Judy Bowen:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Violence: Thinking without Banisters your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get previous to. The Violence: Thinking without Banisters giving you a different experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Chris Robins:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Violence: Thinking without Banisters was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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