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Organized baseball has survived its share of difficult times, and never was the state of the game more
imperiled than during the Great Depression. Or was it? Remarkably, during the economic upheavals of the
Depression none of the sixteen Major League Baseball teams folded or moved. In this economist’s look at
the sport as a business between 1929 and 1941, David George Surdam argues that although it was a very
tough decade for baseball, the downturn didn’t happen immediately. The 1930 season, after the stock market
crash, had record attendance. But by 1931 attendance began to fall rapidly, plummeting 40 percent by 1933.
 
To adjust, teams reduced expenses by cutting coaches and hiring player-managers. While even the best
players, such as Babe Ruth, were forced to take pay cuts, most players continued to earn the same pay in
terms of purchasing power. Baseball remained a great way to make a living. Revenue sharing helped the
teams in small markets but not necessarily at the expense of big-city teams. Off the field, owners devised
innovative solutions to keep the game afloat, including the development of the Minor League farm system,
night baseball, and the first radio broadcasts to diversify teams’ income sources.
 
Using research from primary documents, Surdam analyzes how the economic structure and operations side
of Major League Baseball during the Depression took a beating but managed to endure, albeit changed by
the societal forces of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

The book Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve Wins, Losses, and Empty
Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Cleveland Wheeler:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the
Great Depression was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball
Outlasted the Great Depression is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression.
You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Gertrude Hoskins:

Beside this kind of Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball
Outlasted the Great Depression because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Nathaniel Mathis:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great
Depression was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling



point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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