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Why did eleven slave states secede from the Union in 1860-61? Why did the eighteen free states loyal to the
Union deny the legitimacy of secession, and take concrete steps after Fort Sumter to subdue what President
Abraham Lincoln deemed treasonous rebellion?

At the Precipice seeks to answer these and related questions by focusing on the different ways in which
Americans, North and South, black and white, understood their interests, rights, and honor during the late
antebellum years. Rather than give a narrative account of the crisis, Shearer Davis Bowman takes readers
into the minds of the leading actors, examining the lives and thoughts of such key figures as Abraham
Lincoln, James Buchanan, Jefferson Davis, John Tyler, and Martin Van Buren. Bowman also provides an
especially vivid glimpse into what less famous men and women in both sections thought about themselves
and the political, social, and cultural worlds in which they lived, and how their thoughts informed their
actions in the secession period. Intriguingly, secessionists and Unionists alike glorified the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution of the United States, yet they interpreted those sacred documents in
markedly different ways and held very different notions of what constituted "American" values.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Mackey:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love At the Precipice: Americans North and South during
the Secession Crisis (Littlefield History of the Civil War Era), you are able to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Scot Vines:

At the Precipice: Americans North and South during the Secession Crisis (Littlefield History of the Civil
War Era) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing At the Precipice: Americans North and South during the Secession Crisis
(Littlefield History of the Civil War Era) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Donald Fujita:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is At the Precipice: Americans North and South during the Secession
Crisis (Littlefield History of the Civil War Era) this publication consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Steven Craig:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the At the Precipice: Americans North and South during the Secession Crisis (Littlefield History of the
Civil War Era) when you essential it?
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