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In this sobering book, Barry R. Posen demonstrates how the interplay between conventional military
operations and nuclear forces could, in conflicts among states armed with both conventional and nuclear
weaponry, inadvertently produce pressures for nuclear escalation. Knowledge of these hidden pressures, he
believes, may help some future decision maker avoid catastrophe.

Building a formidable argument that moves with cumulative force, he details the way in which escalation
could occur not by mindless accident, or by deliberate preference for nuclear escalation, but rather as a
natural accompaniment of land, naval, or air warfare at the conventional level. Posen bases his analysis on an
empirical study of the east-west military competition in Europe during the 1980s, using a conceptual
framework drawn from international relations theory, organization theory, and strategic theory.

The lessons of his book, however, go well beyond the east-west competition. Since his observations are
relevant to all military competitions between states armed with both conventional and nuclear weaponry, his
book speaks to some of the problems that attend the proliferation of nuclear weapons in longstanding
regional conflicts. Optimism that small and medium nuclear powers can easily achieve "stable" nuclear
balances is, he believes, unwarranted.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Scott:

The book Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a guide
Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Larry Dolin:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional
War and Nuclear Risks (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) as your daily resource information.

Mohammed Strohl:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks (Cornell Studies in Security



Affairs) can make you sense more interested to read.
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