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People in the Philippines routinely vote, run for office, organize social movements, and call for good
governance by the state. Why, then, is there a recurring state-society dilemma in the Philippines? One horn
of the dilemma is the persistent inability of the state to provide basic services, guarantee peace and order, and
foster economic development. The other is Filipinos' equally enduring suspicion of a strong state. The idea of
a strong Republic evokes President Marcos' martial law regime of the 1970s and 1980s, which spawned two
armed rebellions, cost thousands of lives in repression and billions of dollars in corruption, set the nation
back years in economic development, and exacerbated suspicion of the state.

This dilemma stimulates thinking about the puzzle of state resilience: How has a "weak state" maintained the
territorial integrity of the Philippines in the postwar period in the face of two major rebellions and an armed
separatist movement, corruption, mismanagement, intractable poverty, weak sovereignty, and an often
chaotic electoral system? Why does the inability to collect taxes, secure citizens' lives and property, and
maintain economic infrastructure not result in state failure?

State and Society in the Philippines engages the dilemma of state-society relations through a historical
treatment of state formation and the corresponding conflicts and collaborations between state leaders and
social forces. It examines the long history of institutional state weakness in the Philippines and the efforts
made to overcome the state's structural fragility and strengthen its bond with society. It answers these
difficult questions by focusing on how the state has shaped and been shaped by its interaction with social
forces, especially in the rituals of popular mobilization that have produced surprising and diverse results.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This State and Society in the Philippines (State & Society in East Asia) book is readable
by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving State and Society in the Philippines (State & Society in East Asia) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking State and Society in the Philippines (State & Society in East
Asia) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Robert Irizarry:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be State and Society in the Philippines (State & Society in East
Asia) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Catherine Ng:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like State and Society in
the Philippines (State & Society in East Asia) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Benjamin Deloatch:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is State and Society in the Philippines (State & Society in East
Asia). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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