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FROM THE AUTHOR OF A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SMILE, A COMPLETE INDEX OF THE
DIGIT

In this collision between art and science, history and pop culture, the acclaimed art historian Angus Trumble
examines the finger from every possible angle. His inquiries into its representation in art take us from
Buddhist statues in Kyoto to the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, from cave art to Picasso's Guernica, from Van
Dyck's and Rubens's winning ways with gloves to the longstanding French taste for tapering digits. But
Trumble also asks intriguing questions about the finger in general: How do fingers work, and why do most of
us have five on each hand? Why do we bite our nails?

This witty, odd, and fascinating book is filled with diverse anecdotes about the silent language of gesture, the
game of love, the spinning of balls, superstitions relating to the severed fingers of thieves, and systems of
computation that were used on wharves and in shops, markets, granaries, and warehouses throughout the
ancient Roman world. Side by side with historical discussions of rings and gloves and nail polish are
meditations on the finger's essential role in writing, speech, sports, crime, law, sex, worhsip, memory,
scratching politely at eighteenth-century French doors (instead of crudely knocking), or merely satisfying an
itch—and, of course, in the eponymous show of contempt.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Finger: A Handbook book because
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Scott Barbour:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Finger: A Handbook.

Kristy Taylor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Finger: A Handbook
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Finger: A Handbook as good book not
simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Adam Blandford:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Finger: A Handbook can make you sense more interested to
read.
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