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A provocative and strikingly original new voice in fiction reinvents the historical novel–along with
American history itself–in this wry “what if?” that merges and mashes up four of our most famous and
infamous national icons.
Historian Otis Pease once remarked that the story of nineteenth-century America could be encompassed in
the lives of the two sets of James brothers–William and Henry in the East, Frank and Jesse in the West. The
James Boys goes further by making all four of them the fruit of the same family tree and showing how it
shakes out.

In 1876, the No. 4 Missouri Pacific Express pulls out of Kansas City for Saint Louis. Among those on board
is Henry James, the erudite and esteemed novelist and brother of the brilliant philosopher William James.
Trying his hand at travel writing, Henry is beset, as ever, by hypochondria–in the form, this case, of dire
digestive woes.

Suddenly, the train is stopped and robbed–and not by just any bandits but by the legendary James Gang.
Taken hostage by the brigands, Henry realizes to his unspeakable horror that Jesse and Frank are in fact
“Rob” and “Wilky,” his long-lost brothers, who had disappeared during the Civil War and been presumed
dead for more than a decade.

From there the ride only gets wilder, careening through underbrush and ivory towers, throwing together
America’s greatest intellectuals and most notorious outlaws in a saga of six-guns and sherry that is peopled
by a fascinating roster of passengers, both historical and imagined. Most prominent among them are Elena
Hite, a feisty young feminist deeply aroused by the down-and-dirty charisma of the criminal Jesse; Alice
Gibbens, the eminently sensible schoolteacher engaged to the sexually inexperienced William, who tempts
him to stay put rather than joining Henry out West; and William Pinkerton, the renowned detective hot on all
of their trails–especially Elena’s.

Based on and incorporating actual events, The James Boys is a through-the-looking-glass romp that boldly
blends both sides of the American character–the brilliant and the barbaric–in one unforgettable family and
one seriously entertaining story.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Ochs:

This The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate Brothers book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate Brothers
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate Brothers can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate
Brothers having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Sophia Whitfield:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate
Brothers as the daily resource information.

Ann McLemore:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The James Boys:
A Novel Account of Four Desperate Brothers.

Patricia Phipps:

The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate Brothers can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The James Boys: A Novel Account of Four Desperate Brothers although doesn't forget the main stage,



giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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