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In his brilliant introduction on the Mishnah, Jacob Neusner asks:
How do you read a book that does not identify its author, tell you where it comes from, or explain why it was
written – a book without a preface? And how do you identify a book with neither a beginning nor end,
lacking table of contents and title? The answer is you just begin and let the author of the book lead you by
paying attention to the information that the author does give, to the signals that the writer sets out.
As Neusner goes on to explain, the Mishnah portrays the world in a special way, in a kind of code that makes
it a difficult work for the modern reader to understand. Without knowing how to decode the Mishnah, we
may read its works without receiving its message.
Neusner, one of the world’s foremost Mishnaic scholars, demonstrated that the Mishnah’s own internal logic
and structure form a solid foundation on which to build an understanding of this vitally important Jewish
work. Using examples of how the Mishnah’s language, logic, and discourse associate and categorize
behaviors, events, and objects, Neusner opens the Mishnah to readers who would not otherwise be able to
grasp its most fundamental concepts.
Since the Mishnah forms the basis of both the Babylonian and the Palestinian Talmuds (which are, in
Neusner’s elegant terms, “the core curriculum of Judaism as a living religion”), study of the Mishnah is
essential to an understanding of Judaism. Drawing on his own new translation of the Mishnah and displaying
the enthusiastic dedication that has sparked a whole new body of Mishnaic research, Neusner allows readers
with no previous background to join Jews who have studied, analyzed, and delighted in the wisdom of
Mishnah for centuries.
In addition to giving us a thorough exploration of the Mishnah’s language, contents, organization, and inner
logic, Neusner also provides us with a broad understanding of how it communicated its own world view – its
vision of both the concrete an spiritual worlds. The Mishnah: An Introduction gives us a tour of this sacred
Jewish text, shedding light on its many facets – from its view of life to its conception of God and His relation
to our world.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

The book The Mishnah: An Introduction gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Mishnah: An Introduction
to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a publication The Mishnah: An
Introduction. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Dana Gallo:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Mishnah: An
Introduction is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kate Vasquez:

Why? Because this The Mishnah: An Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Katie Mueller:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Mishnah: An Introduction was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Mishnah: An Introduction has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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