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In this new offering from Stanley Wells, the pre-eminent Shakespearian scholar, comes a Very Short
Introduction to the life and writings of the world's greatest and best-known dramatists: William Shakespeare.

Looking at his early life and education, Wells explores Shakespeare's social and intellectual background and
the literary traditions on which Shakespeare drew. Examining the theatres and theatrical profession of the
time, he also considers how Shakespeare experienced this world, both as an actor and as a writer.

Examining Shakespeare's narrative poems, sonnets, and all of his plays, Wells outlines their sources, style,
and originality over the course of Shakespeare's career, to consider the fundamental impact his work has had
for subsequent generations. Written with enthusiasm and flair by a scholar who has devoted a lifetime to the
study of Shakespeare and his works, this is an engaging and authoritative introduction.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be William Shakespeare: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sandra Earnhardt:

This William Shakespeare: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having William Shakespeare: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

William Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The William Shakespeare: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Francisco Garcia:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This William Shakespeare: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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