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This volume introduces the field of child language development studies, and presents hypotheses in an
accessible, largely non-technical language, aiming to demonstrate the relationship between these hypotheses
and interpretations of data. It makes the assumption that having a theory of language development is as
important as having reliable data about what children say and understand, and it advocates a combination of
both `rationalist' and more 'empiricist' traditions. In fact, the author overtly argues that different traditions
provide different pieces of the picture, and that taking any single approach is unlikely to lead to productive
understanding.

Susan Foster-Cohen explores a range of issues, including the nature of prelinguistic communication and its
possible relationship to linguistic development; early stages of language development and how they can be
viewed in the light of later developments; the nature and role of children's experience with the language(s)
around them; variations in language development due to both pathological and non-pathological differences
between children, and (in the latter case) between the languages they learn; later oral language development;
and literacy. The approach is distinctly psycholinguistic and linguistic rather than sociolinguistic, although
there is significant treatment of issues which intersect with more sociolinguistic concerns (e.g. literacy,
language play, and bilingualism). There are exercises and discussion questions throughout, designed to
reinforce the ideas being presented, as well as to offer the student the opportunity to think beyond the text to
ideas at the cutting edge of research.

The accessible presentation of key issues will appeal to the intended undergraduate readership, and will be of
interest to those taking courses in language development, linguistics, developmental psychology, educational
linguistics, and speech pathology. The book will also serve as a useful introduction to students wishing to
pursue post-graduate courses which deal with child language development.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

The feeling that you get from An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language)
is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language)
instantly.

Patricia Jones:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Ann Fortune:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jennifer Stanley:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They



go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is
very important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this An Introduction to Child Language
Development (Learning about Language) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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