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In 1919, the United States embarked on the country's boldest attempt at moral and social reform: Prohibition.
The 18th Amendment to the Constitution prohibited the manufacture, transportation, and sale of alcohol
around the country. This "noble experiment," as President Hoover called it, was intended to usher in a
healthier, more moral, and more efficient society. Nowhere was such reform needed more, proponents
argued, than in New York City--and nowhere did Prohibition fail more spectacularly. Dry Manhattan is the
first major work on Prohibition in nearly a quarter century, and the only full history of Prohibition in the era's
most vibrant city.

Though New Yorkers were cautiously optimistic at first, Prohibition quickly degenerated into a deeply felt
clash of cultures that utterly transformed life in the city. Impossible to enforce, the ban created vibrant new
markets for illegal alcohol, spawned corruption and crime, fostered an exhilarating culture of speakeasies
and nightclubs, and exposed the nation's deep prejudices. Writ large, the conflict over Prohibition, Michael
Lerner demonstrates, was about much more than the freedom to drink. It was a battle between competing
visions of the United States, pitting wets against drys, immigrants against old stock Americans, Catholics
and Jews against Protestants, and proponents of personal liberty against advocates of societal reform.

In his evocative history, Lerner reveals Prohibition to be the defining issue of the era, the first major "culture
war" of the twentieth century, and a harbinger of the social and moral debates that divide America even
today.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Canales:

Here thing why this particular Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York
City in e-book can be your alternate.

Dave Arreola:

The ability that you get from Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City
instantly.

Francis Lopez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Alva Stephenson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach



your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this Dry Manhattan: Prohibition in New York City.
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