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Dramas that both entertain and quicken the spirit, these classics are a blend of poetic beauty, intrigue, and
rhetoric that have enthralled generations of theatergoers in France and around the world. Each of the authors
is a playwright of international repute, whose works nevertheless embody a rigorously French style and tone.
From the pathos of Racine to the comic exuberance of Moliére, the landmark dramas span two centuries of
French literary history and represent five different genres: the tragicomedy of Corneille's The Cid (1636)/
Racine's tragic Phaedra (1677); the high comedy of Moliére's The Intellectual Ladies (1672); Marivaux's
romantic comedy, The Game of Love and Chance (1730); and the conspiratorial comedy of Beaumarchais'
The Barber of Seville (1775).
Vivid translations by noted scholar Wallace Fowlie are remarkable for their faithfulness to the original text.
In addition, Mr. Fowlie precedes each text with a brief historical-critical introduction that defines the
importance of the play in the history of the French theater, the literary position of the playwright, and the
general meaning of the play. Any student or lover of theater will welcome this treasury of masterpieces from
the Golden Age of French drama, newly available in an attractive Dover edition at a reasonable price.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

The book Five Classic French Plays can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the good thing like a book Five Classic French Plays? A few of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Five Classic French Plays has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Bell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Five
Classic French Plays suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Five Classic French Playsis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jean Ashburn:

The particular book Five Classic French Plays will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Five Classic French Plays is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kurt Hooper:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Five Classic French Plays can
be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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