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New Times in Modern Japan concerns the transformation of time--the reckoning of time--during Japan's
Meiji period, specifically from around 1870 to 1900. Time literally changed as the archipelago synchronized
with the Western imperialists' reckoning of time. The solar calendar and clock became standard timekeeping
devices, and society adapted to the abstractions inherent in modern notions of time. This set off a cascade of
changes that completely reconfigured how humans interacted with each other and with their environment--a
process whose analysis carries implications for other non-Western societies as well.

By examining topics ranging from geology, ghosts, childhood, art history, and architecture to nature as a
whole, Stefan Tanaka explores how changing conceptions of time destabilized inherited knowledge and
practices and ultimately facilitated the reconfiguration of the archipelago's heterogeneous communities into
the liberal-capitalist nation-state, Japan. However, this revolutionary transformation--where, in the words of
Lewis Mumford, "the clock, not the steam engine," is the key mechanism of the industrial age--has received
little more than a footnote in the history of Japan.

This book's innovative focus on time not only shifts attention away from debates about the failure (or
success) of "modernization" toward how individuals interact with the overlay of abstract concepts upon their
lives; it also illuminates the roles of history as discourse and as practice in this reconfiguration of society. In
doing so, it will influence discussions about modernity well beyond the borders of Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Ray:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book New Times in Modern Japan will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Dorothy Stanek:

The guide untitled New Times in Modern Japan is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of New Times in Modern Japan from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sam Hasse:

The publication with title New Times in Modern Japan has lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Ira Atwood:

You can find this New Times in Modern Japan by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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