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Life in twenty-first century Tonga is rife with uncertainties. Though the postcolonial island kingdom may
give the appearance of stability and order, there is a malaise that pervades everyday life, a disquiet rooted in
the feeling that the twin forces of "progress" and "development"—and the seemingly inevitable wealth
distribution that follows from them—have bypassed the society.

Niko Besnier's illuminating ethnography analyzes the ways in which segments of this small-scale society
grapple with their growing anxiety and hold on to different understandings of what modernity means. How
should it be made relevant to local contexts? How it should mesh with practices and symbols of tradition? In
the day-to-day lives of Tongans, the weight of transformations brought on by neoliberalism and democracy
press not in the abstract, but in individually significant ways: how to make ends meet, how to pay lip service
to tradition, and how to present a modern self without opening oneself to ridicule. Adopting a wide-angled
perspective that brings together political, economic, cultural, and social concerns, this book focuses on the
interface between the different forms that modern uncertainties take.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

The book On the Edge of the Global: Modern Anxieties in a Pacific Island Nation (Contemporary Issues in
Asia and Pacific) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make looking at a book On the Edge of the Global: Modern Anxieties in a Pacific Island Nation
(Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication On the Edge of the Global: Modern Anxieties in a Pacific Island Nation
(Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Katie Doll:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book On the Edge of the Global: Modern
Anxieties in a Pacific Island Nation (Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific). All type of book can you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Linda Pinkerton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this On the Edge of the Global: Modern
Anxieties in a Pacific Island Nation (Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific) publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt On the Edge of the Global: Modern Anxieties in a Pacific Island Nation
(Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Timothy Grill:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This On the Edge of the Global: Modern Anxieties
in a Pacific Island Nation (Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific) can be the answer, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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