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America's national parks provide a wealth of experiences to millions of people every year. What visitors
see—landscapes, wildlife, cultural activities—often lingers in memory for life. And what they hear adds a
dimension that sight alone cannot provide. Natural sounds can dramatically enhance visitors' experience of
many aspects of park environments. In some settings, such as the expanses of Yellowstone National Park,
they can even be the best way to enjoy wildlife, because animals can be heard at much greater distances than
they can be seen. Sounds can also be a natural complement to natural scenes, whether the rush of water over
a rocky streambed or a ranger's explanation of a park's history. In other settings, such as the New Orleans
Jazz National Historical Park, sounds are the main reason for visiting a park.

The acoustical environment is also important to the well-being of the parks themselves. Many species of
wildlife depend on their hearing to find prey or avoid predators. If they cannot hear, their survival is
jeopardized—and the parks where they live may in turn lose part of their natural heritage. For all these
reasons it is important to be aware of noise (defined as unwanted sound, and in this case usually generated by
humans or machinery), which can degrade the acoustical environment, or soundscape, of parks. Just as smog
smudges the visual horizon, noise obscures the listening horizon for both visitors and wildlife. This is
especially true in places, such as remote wilderness areas, where extremely low sound levels are common.
The National Park Service (NPS) has determined that park facilities, operations, and maintenance activities
produce a substantial portion of noise in national parks and thus recognizes the need to provide park
managers with guidance for protecting the natural soundscape from such noise. Therefore, the focus of the
workshop was to define what park managers can do to control noise from facilities, operations, and
maintenance, and not on issues such as the effects of noise on wildlife, noise metrics, and related topics.

To aid in this effort, NPS joined with the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) and with the US
Department of Transportation's John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center to hold a workshop
to examine the challenges and opportunities facing the nation's array of parks. Entitled "Protecting National
Park Soundscapes: Best Available Technologies and Practices for Reducing Park- Generated Noise," the
workshop took place October 3-4, 2012, at NPS's Natural Resource Program Center in Fort Collins,
Colorado. Protecting National Park Soundscapes is a summary of the workshop.

 Download Protecting National Park Soundscapes ...pdf

 Read Online Protecting National Park Soundscapes ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00DQUEP5C


Download and Read Free Online Protecting National Park Soundscapes Proctor Reid, Steve Olson,
National Academy of Engineering, National Park Service, John A. Volpe National Transportation
Systems Center

From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

The particular book Protecting National Park Soundscapes will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Protecting National Park Soundscapes is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Carrie Hunter:

Protecting National Park Soundscapes can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Protecting National Park
Soundscapes however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Patricia Mattox:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Protecting National Park Soundscapes why because the amazing cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ronald Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Protecting National Park Soundscapes.
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