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Stories of soldiers suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder dominate news coverage of the return from
wars in the Middle East. On the surface, the stories call our attention to psychic trauma and the need for
mental health services for veterans; scratch that surface and we see that PTSD has morphed from a
diagnostic category into a cultural trope with broad societal implications. In PTSD: Diagnosis and Identity in
Post-empire America, Jerry Lembcke exposes those implications.

Lembcke reprises PTSD’s formulation following the war in Vietnam, examining how its medical discourse
provided a psychological alternative to the political interpretations of veterans’ opposition to the war—
psychiatrists said veteran dissent was cathartic, a form of acting-out.
Lembcke drills deeply into the modern history of war-trauma treatment, picking up the threads left by
nineteenth-century work on men and hysteria, and following them into the treatment of “shell shock” in
World War I. With great originality, Lembcke also shows how art and the media led the “science” of war
trauma, and then how the followers of Sigmund Freud showed that shell-shock symptoms were as likely to
be expressions of fears and conflicts internal to the patients as the effects of exploding shells. The line drawn
by the Freudian critique of the medical/neurological model would resurface in debates leading to PTSD’s
inclusion in the DSM in 1980 and on-going deliberations over the definition and meaning of Traumatic Brain
Injury.

In core chapters, Lembcke shows the influence of film, theater, television, and news coverage on public and
professional thinking about war trauma.

The inglorious nature of recent wars, from Vietnam through Iraq and Afghanistan, leaves Americans
searching for meaning in those conflicts and finding it in loss and sacrifice. Lembcke warns that the image of
damaged war veterans is working metaphorically in these dangerous times to construct a national self-image
of defeat and damage that needs to be avenged. It is a dangerous end-of-empire narrative that needs to be
engaged, he says, lest its dangers reach fruition in more war. The insights found in this book make it an
invaluable resource for scholars of sociology, medical sociology, psychology, military studies, gender
studies, and history of psychiatry, and a riveting read for anyone interested in the subjects it treats.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Tokarz:

The book PTSD: Diagnosis and Identity in Post-empire America make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book PTSD:
Diagnosis and Identity in Post-empire America to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a reserve PTSD: Diagnosis and Identity in Post-empire America. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Michael Martin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and important the book PTSD: Diagnosis and Identity in Post-empire America.
All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Freddie Straughter:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
PTSD: Diagnosis and Identity in Post-empire America.

Kenneth Kan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is this PTSD: Diagnosis and Identity in Post-empire
America.
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