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Raphael’s Ostrich begins with a little-studied aspect of Raphael’s painting—the ostrich, which appears as an
attribute of Justice, painted in the Sala di Costantino in the Vatican. Una Roman D’Elia traces the cultural
and artistic history of the ostrich from its appearances in ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs to the menageries and
grotesque ornaments of sixteenth-century Italy. Following the complex history of shifting interpretations
given to the ostrich in scientific, literary, religious, poetic, and satirical texts and images, D’Elia
demonstrates the rich variety of ways in which people made sense of this living “monster,” which was
depicted as the embodiment of heresy, stupidity, perseverance, justice, fortune, gluttony, and other virtues
and vices. Because Raphael was revered as a god of art, artists imitated and competed with his ostrich, while
religious and cultural critics complained about the potential for misinterpreting such obscure imagery. This
book not only considers the history of the ostrich but also explores how Raphael’s painting forced viewers to
question how meaning is attributed to the natural world, a debate of central importance in early modern
Europe at a time when the disciplines of modern art history and natural history were developing. The
strangeness of Raphael’s ostrich, situated at the crossroads of art, religion, myth, and natural history, both
reveals lesser-known sides of Raphael’s painting and illuminates major cultural shifts in attitudes toward
nature and images in the Renaissance. More than simply an examination of a single artist or a single subject,
Raphael’s Ostrich offers an accessible, erudite, and charming alternative to Vasari’s pervasive model of the
history of sixteenth-century Italian art.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Raphael's Ostrich book because this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Pete Dominguez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge
disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Raphael's Ostrich as
your daily resource information.

Tami Anders:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Raphael's Ostrich can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jackie Peters:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Raphael's Ostrich can give you a lot of buddies
because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Raphael's Ostrich.
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