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Since the end of the Second World War—and particularly over the last decade—Japanese science fiction has

strongly influenced global popular culture. Unlike American and British science fiction, its most popular

examples have been visual—from Gojira (Godzilla) and Astro Boy in the 1950s and 1960s to the anime

masterpieces Akira and Ghost in the Shell of the 1980s and 1990s—while little attention has been paid to a

vibrant tradition of prose science fiction in Japan.

 

Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams remedies this neglect with a rich exploration of the genre that connects

prose science fiction to contemporary anime. Bringing together Western scholars and leading Japanese

critics, this groundbreaking work traces the beginnings, evolution, and future direction of science fiction in

Japan, its major schools and authors, cultural origins and relationship to its Western counterparts, the role of

the genre in the formation of Japan’s national and political identity, and its unique fan culture.

 

Covering a remarkable range of texts—from the 1930s fantastic detective fiction of Yumeno Kyûsaku to the

cross-culturally produced and marketed film and video game franchise Final Fantasy—this book firmly

establishes Japanese science fiction as a vital and exciting genre.

 

Contributors: Hiroki Azuma; Hiroko Chiba, DePauw U; Naoki Chiba; William O. Gardner, Swarthmore

College; Mari Kotani; Livia Monnet, U of Montreal; Miri Nakamura, Stanford U; Susan Napier, Tufts U;

Sharalyn Orbaugh, U of British Columbia; Tamaki Saitô; Thomas Schnellbächer, Berlin Free U.

 

Christopher Bolton is assistant professor of Japanese at Williams College.

 



Istvan Csicsery-Ronay Jr. is professor of English at DePauw University.

 

Takayuki Tatsumi is professor of English at Keio University.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Taylor:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams:
Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Iris Robertson:

The feeling that you get from Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to
Anime is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams:
Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from
Origins to Anime instantly.

Delmar Stingley:

This Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime is great reserve for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to
Anime in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Lois Schooley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except



your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Robot Ghosts and
Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime.
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