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After the Guadalcanal landings, Admiral Nimitz wanted to distract Japanese attention by launching an
amphibious raid elswhere. Foreshadowing Bloody Tarawa, Iwo Jima, Okinawa and countless other landings
in the face of intense Japanese resistance, the Makin Raid taught the Marines a great deal.

Featuring specially commissioned full-color artwork and expert analysis, this gripping account of the fateful
Makin Raid tells the whole story, from the plan's conception to its troubled execution and aftermath.

On August 17-18, 1942, 211 men of the US Marine Corps' 2nd Raider Battalion conducted a daring
amphibious raid on the Japanese-occupied Makin Island in the South Pacific. This ambitious but flawed
operation was intended to divert Japanese reinforcements bound for Guadalcanal, over 1,000 miles to the
southwest, in the wake of the US landings there ten days earlier; the Raiders were to destroy the seaplane
base and radio station, take prisoners, and collect intelligence. Although yielding limited results, it was to be
an invaluable test of the innovative training and tactics employed by the Raiders, and a crucial boost to
national morale at this difficult stage in the war.

Lieutenant Colonel Evans F. Carlson led the 2nd Raiders into battle; drawing inspiration from the exploits of
the British Commandos, Carlson had developed his unorthodox theories on the use of regular troops for
guerrilla operations in close collaboration with his Executive Officer, Major James Roosevelt, the President's
oldest son. Carlson stressed infiltration tactics and an egalitarian approach to leadership and decision-
making, and believed passionately in "ethical indoctrination" as a means of motivating his men. His
controversial techniques would be tested to the utmost by the escalating situation on Makin Island.

The raid was hailed as a valorous exploit that greatly upset Japanese plans. There is little doubt that the
troops gave their best under exceedingly difficult circumstances, but the battalion's leadership was found
wanting. No Japanese reinforcements were diverted from Guadalcanal; the mission's goals were
questionable, and the planners had not considered the likely long-term enemy response. In fact, the Japanese
immediately implemented plans to reinforce remote bases that came under attack and massively increased
the defenses of Makin and Tarawa Atolls, which had to be dealt with at great cost 15 months later. While the
raid boosted morale at home, the raiders would attempt no further similar submarine-delivered raids.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Carlson's Marine Raiders: Makin Island 1942.

Karen Strickland:

Carlson's Marine Raiders: Makin Island 1942 can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Carlson's Marine Raiders: Makin
Island 1942 however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.

Valarie Chamberlin:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Carlson's Marine Raiders: Makin Island
1942 is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Amanda Young:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Carlson's Marine Raiders: Makin Island 1942 can make you sense more interested to read.
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