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In the tradition of Cod and Olives: a fascinating journey into the hidden history, culture, and commerce of
caviar.

Once merely a substitute for meat during religious fasts, today caviar is an icon of luxury and wealth. In
Caviar, Inga Saffron tells, for the first time, the story of how the virgin eggs of the prehistoric-looking,
bottom-feeding sturgeon were transformed from a humble peasant food into a czar’s delicacy–and ultimately
a coveted status symbol for a rising middle class. She explores how the glistening black eggs became the
epitome of culinary extravagance, while taking us on a revealing excursion into the murky world of caviar on
the banks of the Volga River and Caspian Sea in Russia, the Elbe in Europe, and the Hudson and Delaware
Rivers in the United States. At the same time, Saffron describes the complex industry caviar has spawned,
illustrating the unfortunate consequences of mass marketing such a rare commodity.

The story of caviar has long been one of conflict, crisis, extravagant claims, and colorful characters, such as
the Greek sea captain who first discovered the secret method of transporting the perishable delicacy to
Europe, the canny German businessmen who encountered a wealth of untapped sturgeon in American
waters, the Russian Communists who created a sophisticated cartel to market caviar to an affluent Western
clientele, the dirt-poor poachers who eked out a living from sturgeon in the aftermath of the Soviet collapse
and the “caviar Mafia” that has risen in their wake, and the committed scientists who sacrificed their careers
to keep caviar on our tables.
Filled with lore and intrigue, Caviar is a captivating work of culinary, natural, and cultural history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

In other case, little persons like to read book Caviar: The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the
World's Most Coveted Delicacy. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a new book Caviar: The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the World's
Most Coveted Delicacy. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Hazel Mishler:

The book Caviar: The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the World's Most Coveted Delicacy give you
a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Caviar: The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the World's Most Coveted Delicacy
for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a
publication Caviar: The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the World's Most Coveted Delicacy. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Tiffany Hernandez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Caviar:
The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the World's Most Coveted Delicacy book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lisa Robinson:

Exactly why? Because this Caviar: The Strange History and Uncertain Future of the World's Most Coveted
Delicacy is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to



regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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