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"Chemistry, in particular, is capable, when suitably presented, of making a strong appeal to the intelligence
and the imagination; for, as the following pages are intended to show, it is the most romantic of all the
branches of science; and in its variegated history, stretching back through unnumbered generations of
alchemists into an indefinite past, its present votaries have (if they but knew) a richly human and humanistic
heritage." — from the Preface
Written for the layman, this accessible history takes a broad, humanistic perspective, eschewing chemical
equations and formulae. Instead it concentrates on the great figures of chemistry and the ideas that
revolutionized the science, from earliest history to the modern era.
Much of the book is devoted to alchemy and such topics as the philosopher's stone, alchemical crypticism
and symbolism, pseudo-alchemists, Paracelsus, and the "swan song" of alchemy as the scientific revolution
took hold. In the final chapters, the author takes up the development of modern chemistry, including atomic
theory, the nature of the elements, the beginning of organic chemistry, and more. Broad in scope, erudite yet
readable, this rich and absorbing narrative will appeal to anyone interested in the long and colorful history of
chemical science. Glossary. 50 illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This From Alchemy to Chemistry
(Dover Science Books) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Curtis Monahan:

The experience that you get from From Alchemy to Chemistry (Dover Science Books) could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but From Alchemy to Chemistry (Dover Science Books)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of From
Alchemy to Chemistry (Dover Science Books) instantly.

Gloria Lentz:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this From Alchemy to
Chemistry (Dover Science Books).

Omer Brown:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is From Alchemy to Chemistry (Dover Science Books) this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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