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This groundbreaking study analyzes the development of American gothic literature alongside nineteenth-
century discourses of passing and racial ambiguity.

By bringing together these areas of analysis, Justin Edwards considers the following questions. How are the
categories of “race” and the rhetoric of racial difference tied to the language of gothicism? What can these
discursive ties tell us about a range of social boundaries—gender, sexuality, class, race, etc.—during the
nineteenth century? What can the construction and destabilization of these social boundaries tell us about the
development of the U.S. gothic?

The sources used to address these questions are diverse, often literary and historical, fluidly moving between
“representation” and “reality.” Works of gothic literature by Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, Frances
Harper, and Charles Chesnutt, among others, are placed in the contexts of nineteenth-century racial “science”
and contemporary discourses about the formation of identity. Edwards then examines how nineteenth-
century writers gothicized biracial and passing figures in order to frame them within the rubric of a
“demonization of difference.” By charting such depictions in literature and popular science, he focuses on an
obsession in antebellum and postbellum America over the threat of collapsing racial identities—threats that
resonated strongly with fears of the transgression of the boundaries of sexuality and the social anxiety
concerning the instabilities of gender, class, ethnicity, and nationality.

Gothic Passages not only builds upon the work of Americanists who uncover an underlying racial element in
U.S. gothic literature but also sheds new light on the pervasiveness of gothic discourse in nineteenth-century
representations of passing from both sides of the color line. This fascinating book will be of interest to
scholars of American literature, cultural studies, and African American studies.
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From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American Gothic, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a publication.

Shawna Vaughn:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the
American Gothic it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book provides high quality.

Rosalva Nichols:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American
Gothic can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Gothic
Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American Gothic.

John Malcolm:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your



own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Gothic Passages: Racial
Ambiguity and the American Gothic.
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