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A gripping intellectual adventure story, Sailing from Byzantium sweeps you from the deserts of Arabia to
the dark forests of northern Russia, from the colorful towns of Renaissance Italy to the final moments of a
millennial city under siege….

Byzantium: the successor of Greece and Rome, this magnificent empire bridged the ancient and modern
worlds for more than a thousand years. Without Byzantium, the works of Homer and Herodotus, Plato and
Aristotle, Sophocles and Aeschylus, would never have survived. Yet very few of us have any idea of the
enormous debt we owe them.

The story of Byzantium is a real-life adventure of electrifying ideas, high drama, colorful characters, and
inspiring feats of daring. In Sailing from Byzantium, Colin Wells tells of the missionaries, mystics,
philosophers, and artists who against great odds and often at peril of their own lives spread Greek ideas to
the Italians, the Arabs, and the Slavs.

Their heroic efforts inspired the Renaissance, the golden age of Islamic learning, and Russian Orthodox
Christianity, which came complete with a new alphabet, architecture, and one of the world’s greatest artistic
traditions.

The story’s central reference point is an arcane squabble called the Hesychast controversy that pitted
humanist scholars led by the brilliant, acerbic intellectual Barlaam against the powerful monks of Mount
Athos led by the stern Gregory Palamas, who denounced “pagan” rationalism in favor of Christian
mysticism.

Within a few decades, the light of Byzantium would be extinguished forever by the invading Turks, but not
before the humanists found a safe haven for Greek literature. The controversy of rationalism versus faith
would continue to be argued by some of history’s greatest minds.

Fast-paced, compulsively readable, and filled with fascinating insights, Sailing from Byzantium is one of
the great historical dramas–the gripping story of how the flame of civilization was saved and passed on.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Sailing from Byzantium as the daily resource information.

Emma Patterson:

The particular book Sailing from Byzantium has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Lillie Rose:

Sailing from Byzantium can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Sailing from Byzantium but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Charles Parker:

Beside that Sailing from Byzantium in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Sailing from
Byzantium because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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