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In her investigation of the social history of the common British soldier in the era of the American
Revolution, Sylvia Frey has extensively surveyed recruiting records, contemporary training manuals,
statutes, and memoirs in an attempt to provide insight into the soldier's "life and mind." In the process she
has discovered more about the common soldier than anyone thought possible: his social origins and
occupational background, his size, age, and general physical condition, his personal economics and daily
existence. Her findings dispel the traditional assumption that the army was made up largely of criminals and
social misfits. Special attention is given to soldiering as an occupation. Focusing on two of the major
campaigns of the war—the Northern Campaign which culminated at Saratoga and the Southern Campaign
which ended at Yorktown—Frey describes the human face of war, with particular emphasis on the physical
and psychic strains of campaigning in the eighteenth century. Perhaps the most important part of the work is
the analysis of the moral and material factors which induced men to accept the high risks of soldiering. Frey
rejects the traditional assumption that soldiers were motivated to fight exclusively by fear and force and
argues instead that the primary motivation to battle was generated by regimental esprit, which in the
eighteenth century substituted for patriotism. After analyzing the sources of esprit, she concludes that it was
the sustaining force for morale in a long and discouraging war.This book is a contribution to our
understanding of the eighteenth century and should appeal not only to military historians but also to social
and economic historians and to those interested in the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The British Soldier in America book is readable by simply you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The
British Soldier in America content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking
The British Soldier in America is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

David Hogan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The British Soldier in America, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Shane Webb:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book The British Soldier in America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Charles Rowe:

This The British Soldier in America is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The British
Soldier in America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do



that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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