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Despite the abundance of books on the Civil War, not one has focused exclusively on what was in fact the
determining factor in the outcome of the conflict: differences in Union and Southern strategy. In The Grand
Design, Donald Stoker provides for the first time a comprehensive and often surprising account of strategy as
it evolved between Fort Sumter and Appomattox. Reminding us that strategy is different from tactics
(battlefield deployments) and operations (campaigns conducted in pursuit of a strategy), Stoker examines
how Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis identified their political goals and worked with their generals to
craft the military means to achieve them--or how they often failed to do so. Stoker shows that Davis, despite
a West Point education and experience as Secretary of War, ultimately failed as a strategist by losing control
of the political side of the war. Lincoln, in contrast, evolved a clear strategic vision, but he failed for years to
make his generals implement it. And while Robert E. Lee was unerring in his ability to determine the Union's
strategic heart--its center of gravity--he proved mistaken in his assessment of how to destroy it. Historians
have often argued that the North's advantages in population and industry ensured certain victory. In The
Grand Design, Stoker reasserts the centrality of the overarching plan on each side, arguing convincingly that
it was strategy that determined the result of America's great national conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War content conveys thinking easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So
, do you continue to thinking The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Edward Florez:

This The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War can be among the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Judith Judd:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Gordon Woods:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is referred to as of book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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