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"A sense of place can be a complicated matter," writes James McVey in the prologue to his new collection of
essays, The Way Home. Based on twenty years of living and traveling in the West, the collection includes
essays on river running, backcountry skiing, fly fishing, and backpacking—all describing various attempts to
engage in meaningful contact with the elements of wild nature, and to have a deep firsthand knowledge of a
place. With an essayists breadth McVey engages ecology, geology, anthropology, psychology, and history as
well as his own personal outdoor experiences to peer into the particulars of living in as complicated a place
as the West. While the essays function within the tradition of western nature writing, they transcend regional
issues insofar as they maintain a broader philosophical context that accounts for such global concerns as
mass extinction and climate change.

The essays use backcountry experiences as occasions for reflection on such topics as nature and culture,
conservation, and the human relation to the wild. They combine the naturalist’s commitment to landscape
with the adventurer’s attention to technique and skill. The outdoor experiences function as ritualized activity,
the purpose of which is to explore a specific relation with a place. As such, the essays consider certain
nonrational ways of knowing the world, including a perception of aesthetics based on sensory participation
with the more-than-human world. This gets to the heart of the essential connection in this work between its
adventure themes and nature concerns--a connection very much concerned with issues of lifestyle and
worldview. McVey describes his own journey in the West, traveling through the varying philosophical
revelations wilderness presents—"a lifetime of questions"—finally landing on a conservation ethic, a feeling
of home.
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From reader reviews:

Reva Morison:

Here thing why that The Way Home: Essays on the Outside West are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. The Way Home: Essays on the Outside West giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Way Home:
Essays on the Outside West. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Way Home: Essays on the Outside West in e-book can be
your substitute.

James Vera:

This book untitled The Way Home: Essays on the Outside West to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Mattie Peters:

The book untitled The Way Home: Essays on the Outside West contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Zandra Woods:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Way Home: Essays on the Outside
West is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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