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Since 1999, South Korean films have dominated roughly 40 to 60 percent of the Korean domestic box-office,
matching or even surpassing Hollywood films in popularity. Why is this, and how did it come about? In
Unexpected Alliances, Young-a Park seeks to answer these questions by exploring the cultural and
institutional roots of the Korean film industry's phenomenal success in the context of Korea's political
transition in the late 1990s and early 2000s. The book investigates the unprecedented interplay between
independent filmmakers, the state, and the mainstream film industry under the post-authoritarian
administrations of Kim Dae Jung (1998–2003) and Roh Moo Hyun (2003–2008), and shows how these
alliances were critical in the making of today's Korean film industry.

During South Korea's post-authoritarian reform era, independent filmmakers with activist backgrounds were
able to mobilize and transform themselves into important players in state cultural institutions and in
negotiations with the purveyors of capital. Instead of simply labeling the alliances "selling out" or "co-
optation," this book explores the new spaces, institutions, and conversations which emerged and shows how
independent filmmakers played a key role in national protests against trade liberalization, actively
contributing to the creation of the very idea of a "Korean national cinema" worthy of protection. Independent
filmmakers changed not only the film institutions and policies but the ways in which people produce,
consume, and think about film in South Korea.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Simmons:

Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers, the State, and the Film Industry in Postauthoritarian South
Korea can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers, the State, and the
Film Industry in Postauthoritarian South Korea however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Kristin Todd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers, the State,
and the Film Industry in Postauthoritarian South Korea why because the great cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Joyce Bullock:

This Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers, the State, and the Film Industry in Postauthoritarian
South Korea is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers, the State, and the Film
Industry in Postauthoritarian South Korea can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Allen Barnett:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers,
the State, and the Film Industry in Postauthoritarian South Korea can give you a lot of pals because by you
taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.



That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have Unexpected Alliances: Independent Filmmakers, the State, and the Film Industry
in Postauthoritarian South Korea.
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