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Along with the settlement of the Texas frontier came rustlers, public drunks, gunfighters, and other outlaws.
A jail in which to incarcerate the lawbreakers was thus often the first public building raised in a new town.

Later, as government developed, public buildings—notably county courthouses and jails—assumed not only
practical but also symbolic importance. The architecture of these buildings in the nineteenth century reflected
the power and status with which the community imbued the government; many of the same architects
applied the aesthetic standards of the day to both. In later years, the safety and at least limited comfort of the
prisoners became concerns and jails were remodeled or abandoned to other uses in favor of modern, more
utilitarian structures.

In this heavily illustrated guide to the historic county jails of Texas, Ed Blackburn Jr. takes readers to each of
the 254 counties in the state, presenting brief histories and of the counties and their structures that housed
their criminals. He provides general information about the architecture and location of the buildings and,
when possible, describes the present uses of those that have been decommissioned.

Interviews with local officials, historians, and newspaper publishers have yielded colorful anecdotes for
many of the jails. Revealing photographs of many of the old jails have been gathered from local and archival
sources, and Blackburn himself has taken pictures of extant buildings. Together, these words and images not
only provide a survey of the way Texans have housed their criminals, but also, with the aid of thumbnail
maps of county locations, offer residents and tourists throughout the state a guide to a fascinating aspect of
architectural and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

The book Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series)? Some of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton
Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Benoit:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just
their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton
Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) to read.

Randy Acevedo:

The reason why? Because this Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life
Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Richard Chambers:

This Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is great book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Wanted: Historic County Jails of Texas (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life



Series) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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