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If art and science have one thing in common, it’s a hunger for the new—new ideas and innovations, new
ways of seeing and depicting the world. But that desire for novelty carries with it a fundamental
philosophical problem: If everything has to come from something, how can anything truly new emerge? Is
novelty even possible?

In Novelty, Michael North takes us on a dazzling tour of more than two millennia of thinking about the
problem of the new, from the puzzles of the pre-Socratics all the way up to the art world of the 1960s and
’70s. The terms of the debate, North shows, were established before Plato, and have changed very little
since: novelty, philosophers argued, could only arise from either recurrence or recombination. The former,
found in nature’s cycles of renewal, and the latter, seen most clearly in the workings of language, between
them have accounted for nearly all the ways in which novelty has been conceived in Western history, taking
in reformation, renaissance, invention, revolution, and even evolution. As he pursues this idea through
centuries and across disciplines, North exhibits astonishing range, drawing on figures as diverse as Charles
Darwin and Robert Smithson, Thomas Kuhn and Ezra Pound, Norbert Wiener and Andy Warhol, all of
whom offer different ways of grappling with the idea of originality.

Novelty, North demonstrates, remains a central problem of contemporary science and literature—an ever-
receding target that, in its complexity and evasiveness, continues to inspire and propel the modern. A heady,
ambitious intellectual feast, Novelty is rich with insight, a masterpiece of perceptive synthesis.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

This Novelty: A History of the New are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Novelty: A History of the New can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Novelty: A History of the New
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Florence Lentz:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Novelty: A
History of the New suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Novelty: A History of the Newis one of several books in which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Anita Winn:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Novelty: A History of the New this book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Clifford Jones:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Novelty: A History of the New was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Novelty: A History of the New has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading that.



Download and Read Online Novelty: A History of the New Michael
North #VAJZFNS0O8Y



Read Novelty: A History of the New by Michael North for online
ebook

Novelty: A History of the New by Michael North Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Novelty:
A History of the New by Michael North books to read online.

Online Novelty: A History of the New by Michael North ebook PDF download

Novelty: A History of the New by Michael North Doc

Novelty: A History of the New by Michael North Mobipocket

Novelty: A History of the New by Michael North EPub


