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On the Defensive considers how our ethical responses to the Nazi camps have unintentionally repressed and
denied the experiences of their victims. Through detailed readings of survivor narratives, particularly the
works of political deportees Jorge Semprun and Charlotte Delbo, Sharon Marquart examines how well-
intentioned people – including victims, their family members, and readers of witness literature – respond to
such testimony in ways that are understood as ethical by their communities but serve instead to ignore
victims’ experiences.

As Marquart shows, collective disasters such as the Holocaust expose the limitations of our ethical theories.
To cope with this instability we withdraw and defend ourselves through inattentive and formulaic responses
that turn a blind eye to the plight of victims. Challenging contemporary theorizations of community, ethics,
testimony, and trauma, On the Defensive is a far-reaching reflection on the ways in which communal
understandings of our duties and responsibilities to others can facilitate the denial of an atrocity’s horrors.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Dell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be On the Defensive: Reading the Ethical in Nazi
Camp Testimonies (University of Toronto Romance Series) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jackie Peters:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide
that need more time to be examine. On the Defensive: Reading the Ethical in Nazi Camp Testimonies
(University of Toronto Romance Series) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.

Zachary Connors:

You can get this On the Defensive: Reading the Ethical in Nazi Camp Testimonies (University of Toronto
Romance Series) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Kathleen Hernandez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book On the Defensive: Reading the Ethical in Nazi Camp Testimonies (University of
Toronto Romance Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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