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Displays of devout religious faith are very much in evidence in nineteenth-century sentimental novels such
as Uncle Tom's Cabin and Little Women, but the precise theological nature of this piety has been little
examined. In the first dedicated study of the religious contents of sentimental literature, Claudia Stokes
counters the long-standing characterization of sentimental piety as blandly nondescript and demonstrates that
these works were in fact groundbreaking, assertive, and highly specific in their theological recommendations
and endorsements. The Altar at Home explores the many religious contexts and contents of sentimental
literature of the American nineteenth century, from the growth of Methodism in the Second Great
Awakening and popular millennialism to the developing theologies of Mormonism and Christian Science.

Through analysis of numerous contemporary religious debates, Stokes demonstrates how sentimental writers,
rather than offering simple depictions of domesticity, instead manipulated these scenes to advocate for
divergent new beliefs and bolster their own religious authority. On the one hand, the comforting rhetoric of
domesticity provided a subtle cover for sentimental writers to advance controversial new beliefs, practices,
and causes such as Methodism, revivalism, feminist theology, and even the legitimacy of female clergy. On
the other hand, sentimentality enabled women writers to bolster and affirm their own suitability for positions
of public religious leadership, thereby violating the same domestic enclosure lauded by the texts.

The Altar at Home offers a fascinating new historical perspective on the dynamic role sentimental literature
played in the development of innumerable new religious movements and practices, many of which remain
popular today.
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

This The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-
Century American Religion without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-
Century American Religion can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Altar at Home: Sentimental
Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion having excellent arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sharon Broome:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century
American Religion why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Eugene Flowers:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Meghan Drucker:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion we
can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read



a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life by this book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion. You
can more pleasing than now.
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