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Richard O. Davies won Foreword Reviews' INDIEFAB Book of the Year Bronze Medal in Sports for The
Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from the Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip. Davies' book was chosen as
one of the best indie books of 2014. 

As the twentieth century dawned, bare-knuckle prizefighting was transforming into the popular sport of
boxing, yet simultaneously it was banned as immoral in many locales. Nevada was the first state to legalize
it, in 1897, solely to stage the Corbett-Fitzsimmons world heavyweight championship in Carson City. Davies
shows that the history of boxing in Nevada is integral to the growth of the sport in America. Promoters such
as Tex Rickard brought in fighters like Jack Dempsey to the mining towns of Goldfield and Tonopah and
presented the Johnson-Jeffries “Fight of the Century” in Reno in 1910. Prizefights sold tickets, hotel rooms,
drinks, meals, and bets on the outcomes. It was boxing--before gambling, prostitution, and easy divorce--that
first got Nevada called “America’s Disgrace” and the “Sin State.” The Main Event explores how boxing’s
growth in Nevada relates to the state’s role as a social and cultural outlier. Starting in the Rat Pack era,
organized gambling’s moguls built arenas outside the Vegas casinos to stage championships--more than two
hundred from 1960 to the present. Tourists and players came to see and bet on historic bouts featuring Sonny
Liston, Muhammad Ali, George Foreman, Sugar Ray Leonard, Mike Tyson, and other legends of the ring.

From the celebrated referee Mills Lane to the challenge posed by mixed martial arts in contemporary Las
Vegas, the story of boxing in Nevada is a prism for viewing the sport. Davies utilizes primary and secondary
sources to analyze how boxing in the Silver State intersects with its tourist economy and libertarian values,
paying special attention to issues of race, class, and gender. Written in an engaging style that shifts easily
between narrative and analysis, The Main Event will be essential reading for sports fans and historians
everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Pettaway:

The book The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from the Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from
the Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) for being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada
from the Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson Series in Nevada History). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Joe Lowe:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from the Mining
Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Patrick Leon:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada
from the Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) is simple to deliver
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

William Reyes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from the
Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from the
Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading



this.
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