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The claim that India--uniquely among civilizations--lacks historical writing distracts us from a more
pertinent question: how to recognize the historical sense of societies whose past is recorded in ways very
different from European conventions. Romila Thapar, a distinguished scholar of ancient India, guides us
through a panoramic survey of the historical traditions of North India, revealing a deep and sophisticated
consciousness of history embedded in the diverse body of classical Indian literature.

The history recorded in such texts as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata is less concerned with
authenticating persons and events than with presenting a picture of traditions striving to retain legitimacy
amid social change. Spanning an epoch from 1000 BCE to 1400 CE, Thapar delineates three strains of
historical writing: an Itihasa-Purana tradition of Brahman authors; a tradition composed mainly by Buddhist
and Jaina monks and scholars; and a popular bardic tradition. The Vedic corpus, the epics, the Buddhist
canon and monastic chronicles, inscriptional evidence, regional accounts, and literary forms such as royal
biographies and drama are all scrutinized afresh--not as sources to be mined for factual data but as genres
that disclose how Indians of ancient times represented their own past to themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Past Before Us.

Marilyn McDermott:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Past Before Us will
make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Joshua Atkins:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Past Before Us book as beginner and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sharon Edwards:

The Past Before Us can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Past Before Us but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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