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Death and the activities and beliefs surrounding it can teach us much about the ideals and cultures of the
living. While biologically death is an end to physical life, this break is not quite so apparent in its mental and
spiritual aspects. Indeed, the influence of the dead over the living is sometimes much greater than before
death. This volume takes a multidisciplinary approach in an effort to provide a fuller understanding of both
historic and contemporary practices linked with death in Korea.

Contributors from Korea and the West incorporate the approaches of archaeology, history, literature,
religion, and anthropology in addressing a number of topics organized around issues of the body, disposal of
remains, ancestor worship and rites, and the afterlife. The first two chapters explore the ways in which
bodies of the dying and the dead were dealt with from the Greater Silla Kingdom (668–935) to the mid-
twentieth century. Grave construction and goods, cemeteries, and memorial monuments in the Kory?
(918–1392) and the twentieth century are then discussed, followed by a consideration of ancestral rites and
worship, which have formed an inseparable part of Korean mortuary customs since premodern times.
Chapters address the need to appease the dead both in shamanic and Confucians contexts. The final section
of the book examines the treatment of the dead and how the state of death has been perceived. Ghost stories
provide important insight into how death was interpreted by common people in the Kory? and Chos?n
(1392–1910) while nonconformist narratives of death such as the seventeenth-century romantic novel
Kuunmong point to a clear conflict between Buddhist thought and practice and official Neo-Confucian
doctrine. Keeping with unendorsed views on death, the final chapter explores how death and the afterlife
were understood by early Korean Catholics of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Death, Mourning, and the Afterlife in Korea fills a significant gap in studies on Korean society and culture as
well as on East Asian mortuary practices. By approaching its topic from a variety of disciplines and
extending its historical reach to cover both premodern and modern Korea, it is an important resource for
scholars and students in a variety of fields.
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From reader reviews:

Lucas Florio:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Death, Mourning, and the Afterlife in Korea: Ancient
to Contemporary Times (Hawai'i Studies on Korea) to read.

Ronald Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Death, Mourning, and the Afterlife in Korea: Ancient to
Contemporary Times (Hawai'i Studies on Korea) as the daily resource information.

James Jones:

The reserve with title Death, Mourning, and the Afterlife in Korea: Ancient to Contemporary Times (Hawai'i
Studies on Korea) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Alexander Ray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Death,
Mourning, and the Afterlife in Korea: Ancient to Contemporary Times (Hawai'i Studies on Korea).
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