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This eloquent, streetwise book is a paean to America's Rust Belt and a compelling exploration of four
milieus caught up in a great transformation of city life. With loving attention to detail and a fine sense of
historical context, Carlo Rotella explores women's boxing in Erie, Pennsylvania; Buddy Guy and the blues
scene in Chicago; police work and crime stories in New York City, especially as they converged in the
making of the movie The French Connection; and attempts at urban renewal in the classic mill city of
Brockton, Massachusetts. Navigating through accrued layers of cultural, economic, and personal history,
Rotella shows how stories of city life can be found in a boxing match, a guitar solo, a chase scene in a movie,
or a landscape. The stories he tells dramatize the coming of the postindustrial era in places once defined by
their factories, a sweeping set of changes that has remade the form and meaning of American urbanism.

A native of the Rust Belt whose own life resonates with these stories, Rotella has gone to the home turfs of
his characters, hanging out in boxing gyms and blues clubs, riding along with cops and moviemakers,
discussing the future of Brockton with a visionary artist and a pitbull-fancying janitor who both plan to save
the city's soul. These people make culture with their hands, and hands become an expressive metaphor for
Rotella as he traces the links between their individual talents and the urban scenes in which they flourish. His
writing elegantly connects what happens on the street to the larger story of urban transformation, especially
the shift from a way of life that demanded individuals be "good with their hands" to one that depends on the
intellectual and social skills fostered by formal education and service work.

Strong feelings emerge in this book about what has been lost and gained in the long, slow aging-out of the
industrial city. But Rotella's journey through the streets has its ultimate reward in discovering deep-rooted
instances of what he calls "truth and beauty in the Rust Belt."
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Hamm:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen,
and Other Characters from the Rust Belt. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Charles Howell:

Often the book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt has a
lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kayla France:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from
the Rust Belt why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Charles Hopper:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is identified as of book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust
Belt. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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