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Well over thirty million people in the United States speak a primary language other than English. Nearly
twenty million of them speak Spanish. And these numbers are growing. Critics of immigration and
multiculturalism argue that recent government language policies such as bilingual education, non-English
election materials, and social service and workplace "language rights" threaten the national character of the
United States. Proponents of bilingualism, on the other hand, maintain that, far from being a threat, these
language policies and programs provide an opportunity to right old wrongs and make the United States a
more democratic society.

This book lays out the two approaches to language policy  -- linguistic assimilation and linguistic pluralism -
- in clear and accessible terms. Filled with examples and narratives, it provides a readable overview of the
U.S. "culture wars" and explains why the conflict has just now emerged as a major issue in the United
States. 

Professor Schmidt examines bilingual education in the public schools, "linguistic access" rights to public
services, and the designation of English as the United States' "official" language. He illuminates the conflict
by describing the comparative, theoretical, and social contexts for the debate. The source of the
disagreement, he maintains, is not a disagreement over language per se but over identity and the
consequences of identity for individuals, ethnic groups, and the country as a whole. Who are "the American
people"? Are we one national group into which newcomers must assimilate? Or are we composed of many
cultural communities, each of which is a unique but integral part of the national fabric? This fundamental
point is what underlies the specific disputes over language policy. This way of looking at identity politics, as
Professor Schmidt shows, calls  into question the dichotomy between "material interest" politics and
"symbolic" politics in relation to group identities.

Not limited to describing the nature and context of the language debate, Language Policy and Identity
Politics in the United States reaches the conclusion that a policy of linguistic pluralism, coupled with an
immigrant settlement policy and egalitarian economic reforms, will best meet the aims of justice and the
common good. Only by attacking both the symbolic and material effects of racialization will the United
States be able to attain the goals of social equality and national harmony.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Language Policy & Identity In The U.S. (Maping
Racisms) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Language Policy & Identity In The U.S. (Maping
Racisms) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Language Policy & Identity In The U.S. (Maping Racisms). You never feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Carol Pyles:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Language Policy & Identity In The U.S. (Maping
Racisms). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Linda Monge:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Language Policy & Identity In The U.S. (Maping Racisms) was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.

Norma Barnes:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Language Policy & Identity In The U.S. (Maping Racisms). Contain your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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