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In Shakespeare and Abraham, Ken Jackson illuminates William Shakespeare’s dramatic fascination with the
story of Abraham’s near sacrifice of his son Isaac in Genesis 22. Themes of child killing fill Shakespeare’s
early plays: Genesis 22 informed Clifford’s attack on young Rutland in 3 Henry 6, Hubert’s providentially
thwarted murder of Arthur in King John, and Aaron the Moor’s surprising decision to spare his son amidst
the filial slaughters of Titus Andronicus, among others. However, the playwright’s full engagement with the
biblical narrative does not manifest itself exclusively in scenes involving the sacrifice of children or in verbal
borrowings from the famously sparse story of Abraham. Jackson argues that the most important influence of
Genesis 22 and its interpretive tradition is to be found in the conceptual framework that Shakespeare
develops to explore relationships among ideas of religion, sovereignty, law, and justice. Jackson probes the
Shakespearean texts from the vantage of modern theology and critical theory, while also orienting them
toward the traditions concerning Abraham in Jewish, Pauline, patristic, medieval, and Reformation sources
and early English drama. Consequently, the playwright’s “Abrahamic explorations” become strikingly
apparent in unexpected places such as the “trial” of Shylock in The Merchant of Venice and the bifurcated
structure of Timon of Athens. By situating Shakespeare in a complex genealogy that extends from ancient
religion to postmodern philosophy, Jackson inserts Shakespeare into the larger contemporary conversation
about religion in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Shakespeare and Abraham is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Diego Mears:

Why? Because this Shakespeare and Abraham is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mathew Jones:

Shakespeare and Abraham can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Shakespeare and Abraham although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Kimberly Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Shakespeare and Abraham offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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