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“The story of Swahili is one of globalization, cosmopolitanism, and creolization over the past 500
years. This book will stand on the shelf next to works such as Paul Gilroy’s Black Atlantic and Abdul
Sheriff’s Dhow Cultures of the Indian Ocean: Cosmopolitanism, Commerce, and Islam.” —Emmanual
Akyeampong, Harvard University

Swahili, or more properly Kiswahili, was once an obscure littoral dialect of an East African Bantu language.
Today more than one hundred million people use Swahili, making it one of the few truly international
languages: Swahili is to eastern and central Africa what English is to the world. How this came about and
why, of all African languages, it happened only to Swahili is the story that John M. Mugane sets out to
explore.

The remarkable adaptability of Swahili has allowed Africans—and others—to tailor the language to their
needs, extending its influence far beyond its place of origin. It also calls for a reevaluation the widespread
but fallacious assumption that cultural superiority, military conquest, and economic dominance determine the
prosperity of any given language.

The Story of Swahili is about where languages come from, where there are at, and where they are headed,
using the success of Swahili as a convenient point of entry. As a language that arose from contact between
peoples from diverse cultures, Swahili is an excellent conveyor of the history of communities in eastern and
central Africa as well as their associations throughout the Indian Ocean world. It is also a vibrant, living
language that continues to adapt itself to the changing demands of global trade, technology, and
communication.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Story of Swahili (Africa in World
History) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Lawrence Scuderi:

This Story of Swahili (Africa in World History) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Story of Swahili (Africa in World History) can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Story of Swahili
(Africa in World History) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Alma Hillyer:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Story of Swahili
(Africa in World History) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Kenneth Vargas:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Story of Swahili (Africa in World History) we can consider more advantage. Don't you
to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Story of Swahili
(Africa in World History). You can more appealing than now.
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