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With The Lucretian Renaissance, Gerard Passannante offers a radical rethinking of a familiar narrative: the
rise of materialism in early modern Europe. Passannante begins by taking up the ancient philosophical notion
that the world is composed of two fundamental opposites: atoms, as the philosopher Epicurus theorized,
intrinsically unchangeable and moving about the void; and the void itself, or nothingness. Passannante
considers the fact that this strain of ancient Greek philosophy survived and was transmitted to the
Renaissance primarily by means of a poem that had seemingly been lost—a poem insisting that the letters of
the alphabet are like the atoms that make up the universe.

 

By tracing this elemental analogy through the fortunes of Lucretius’s On the Nature of Things, Passannante
argues that, long before it took on its familiar shape during the Scientific Revolution, the philosophy of
atoms and the void reemerged in the Renaissance as a story about reading and letters—a story that
materialized in texts, in their physical recomposition, and in their scattering.

 

From the works of Virgil and Macrobius to those of Petrarch, Poliziano, Lambin, Montaigne, Bacon,
Spenser, Gassendi, Henry More, and Newton, The Lucretian Renaissance recovers a forgotten history of
materialism in humanist thought and scholarly practice and asks us to reconsider one of the most enduring
questions of the period: what does it mean for a text, a poem, and philosophy to be “reborn”?
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

The actual book The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition has a lot of information
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Jamey Ainsworth:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the
Afterlife of Tradition, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Jesse Fox:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Patricia Welling:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition when you necessary it?
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