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Funerary practices have long been a classic topic of anthropological inquiry, which has tended to focus on
death rituals as expressions and reinforcers of community ties and values. In this book, the author looks at
funerals as an urban business, based on her fieldwork at a large Japanese funeral company. Her central theme
is the progressive commercialization of what once were primarily religious rituals.The book depicts the
process of contemporary Japanese funerals, the practices of those who provide commercial funeral services,
and the motivations and behavior of the mourners who purchase those services. In so doing, it examines the
role of funeral companies in shaping Japanese cultural practices and changing an important aspect of
Japanese society.The author addresses several related questions: What cultural changes accompanied the
shift from traditional community funeral rituals to commercial funeral services? How did the mass
consumption of commercial funerals produce cultural homogeneity while allowing for differences in
individual services? How does the marketing of professional funeral services mediate changing cultural
values? How have commercial services served to objectify changing concepts of dying, death, and the
deceased in contemporary Japan?
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary
Japan. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you
can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Charles Wright:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan
had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Louis Patrick:

This The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan can bring when you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan having fine
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Michael Ogden:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get previous to. The The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan



giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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