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In this bold new way of looking at dramatic structure, Jim Linnell establishes the central role of emotional
experience in the conception, execution, and reception of plays. Walking on Fire: The Shaping Force of
Emotion in Writing Drama examines dramatic texts through the lens of human behavior to identify the
joining of event and emotion in a narrative, defined by Linnell as emotional form.

Effectively building on philosophy, psychology, and critical theory in ways useful to both scholars and
practitioners, Linnell unfolds the concept of emotional form as the key to understanding the central shaping
force of drama. He highlights the Dionysian force of human emotion in the writer as the genesis for creative
work and articulates its power to determine narrative outcomes and audience reaction.

Walking on Fire contains writing exercises to open up playwrights to the emotional realities and challenges
of their work. Additionally, each chapter offers case studies of traditional and nonlinear plays in the known
canon that allow readers to evaluate the construction of these works and the authors’ practices and intentions
through an xamination of the emotional form embedded in the central characters’ language, thoughts, and
behaviors. The plays discussed include Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, William Shakespeare’s Hamlet,
Athol Fugard’s “MASTER HAROLD”. . .and the boys, Donald Margulies’s The Loman Family Picnic,
Harold Pinter’s The Birthday Party, and Tony Kushner’s Angels in America. 

Walking on Fire opens up new conversations about content and emotion for writers and offers exciting
answers to the questions of why we make drama and why we connect to it. Linnell’s userfriendly theory and
passionate approach create a framework for understanding the links between the writer’s work in creating the
text, the text itself, and the audience’s engagement.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Walking on Fire: The Shaping Force of Emotion
in Writing Drama is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Lisa Maurer:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Walking on Fire: The
Shaping Force of Emotion in Writing Drama suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Walking on Fire: The Shaping Force of Emotion in Writing Dramais a
single of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
within this book.

William Threatt:

The publication with title Walking on Fire: The Shaping Force of Emotion in Writing Drama includes a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Renee Oneal:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Walking on Fire: The Shaping Force of Emotion in
Writing Drama can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Walking on Fire: The
Shaping Force of Emotion in Writing Drama.
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